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David Rusk, Keynote : Internationally renowned urban policy consultant and author, 
Rusk will focus on the link between our racial separation and other critical problems 
faced by the community.  Rusk will provide compelling research clearly identifying that 
racial separation is not one more issue but rather the root cause underlying multiple 
social and economic problems. Rusk will share the benefits of designing a social 
compact built on inclusion. He states, “There is no way for business in a region to be 
competitive in a society that’s based on exclusion. So you need to develop your social 
compact as one which includes everybody, that embraces everybody, and doesn’t seek 
to warehouse people in one segment of your community." *. 
 
Rusk authored Cities without Suburbs (1993; 2nd edition, 1995), Baltimore Unbound 
(1995), and Inside Game/Outside Game (1999) He has served as speaker and 
consultant to business groups, foundations, local governments, interfaith organizations, 
and civic coalitions in over 100 metropolitan areas in 35 states on social, economic, and 
fiscal impacts of urban sprawl and  concentrated poverty. Rusk has conducted major 
community studies of York, Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Grand Rapids and New Orleans, 
and advised a university-based study of Springfield, Ohio. 
 


