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Social Justice Reading

Students will read one or more of the following texts and

discuss the text dependent questions in small or large groups.

Through analytical reading, students will be asked to
draw parallels from historical references to

segregation, racism and injustice to present day
examples of these issues. Students should also be
encouraged to apply what they have learned about personal

and cultural identity, and how these themes relate to each

text.
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Loving for All

Richard and Mildred Loving were plaintiffs in the historic Supreme Court
ruling Loving v. Virginia, which struck down race restrictions on the
freedom to marry. What follows is Mildred Loving's public statement
delivered on June 12, 2007, the 40th Anniversary of the decision.
Author: Mildred Loving, 2007

When my late husband, Richard, and | got married in Washington, DC in 1958, it wasn’t to make a
political statement or start a fight. We were in love, and we wanted to be married.

We didn’t get married in Washington because we wanted to marry there. We did it there because
the government wouldn’t allow us to marry back home in Virginia where we grew up, where we
met, where we fell in love, and where we wanted to be together and build our family. You see, | am
a woman of color and Richard was white, and at that time people believed it was okay to keep us
from marrying because of their ideas of who should marry whom.

When Richard and | came back to our home in Virginia, happily married, we had no intention of
battling over the law. We made a commitment to each other in our love and lives, and now had the
legal commitment, called marriage, to match. Isn’t that what marriage is?

Not long after our wedding, we were awakened in the middle of the night in our own bedroom by
deputy sheriffs and actually arrested for the “crime” of marrying the wrong kind of person. Our
marriage certificate was hanging on the wall above the bed.

The state prosecuted Richard and me, and after we were found guilty, the judge declared:
“Almighty God created the races white, black, yellow, malay [sic] and red, and he placed them on
separate continents. And but for the interference with his arrangement there would be no cause for
such marriages. The fact that he separated the races shows that he did not intend for the races to
mix.” He sentenced us to a year in prison, but offered to suspend the sentence if we left our home in
Virginia for 25 years exile [sic].

We left, and got a lawyer. Richard and | had to fight, but still were not fighting for a cause. We were
fighting for our love.

Though it turned out we had to fight, happily Richard and I didn’t have to fight alone. Thanks to
groups like the ACLU and the NAACP Legal Defense & Education Fund, and so many good people
around the country willing to speak up, we took our case for the freedom to marry all the way to the
U.S. Supreme Court. And on June 12, 1967, the Supreme Court ruled unanimously that, “The freedom
to marry has long been recognized as one of the vital personal rights essential to the orderly pursuit
of happiness by free men,” a “basic civil right.”

My generation was bitterly divided over something that should have been so clear and right. The
majority believed that what the judge said, that it was God’s plan to keep people apart, and that
government should discriminate against people in love. But | have lived long enough now to see big
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changes. The older generation’s fears and prejudices have given way, and today’s young people
realize that if someone loves someone they have a right to marry.

Surrounded as | am now by wonderful children and grandchildren, not a day goes by that | don’t
think of Richard and our love, our right to marry, and how much it meant to me to have that
freedom to marry the person precious to me, even if others thought he was the “wrong kind of
person” for me to marry. | believe all Americans, no matter their race, no matter their sex, no
matter their sexual orientation, should have that same freedom to marry. Government has no
business imposing some people’s religious beliefs over others. Especially if it denies people’s civil
rights.

I am still not a political person, but | am proud that Richard’s and my name is on a court case that
can help reinforce the love, the commitment, the fairness and the family that so many people, black
or white, young or old, gay or straight seek in life. | support the freedom to marry for all. That’s
what Loving, and loving, are all about.

Loving For All

Text Dependent Questions
¢  Why did Mildred and Richard Loving get married in Washington, D.C.?
¢  What personal religious belief did the lower court judge use to defend his

guilty verdict in the Loving case?

e Does Mildred Loving believe all people should have the freedom to marry?
How do you know?
How did the lower court judge rule in the Lovings’ case?
Cite the text to show how the Virginia court’s decision differed from the
Supreme Court’s decision in the Loving case.
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Poster Warning Blacks in Boston: Kidnappers

The Fugitive Slave Law was passed by the U.5. Congress on September 18, 1850, as part of the
Compromise of 1850 between the slave-holding interests of the South and the northern Free-Soilers. It
denied a jury trial to any individual accused of escaping from slavery, gave marshals tremendous power
to pursue enslaved people in free states and empowered the federal government to prosecute
Northerners who protected those escaping from slavery.

This poster, originating from Boston and dated April 24, 1851, was created and disseminated by
abolitionist Theodore Parker. It warns black people in Boston to beware of watchmen and police
officers, who were legally allowed to act as kidnappers. It reflects the new environment created by the
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, one in which black pecple in the North now lived with an ever-present fear of
kidnapping and violence,

Author: Unknown
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CAUTION!!
COLORED PEOPLE

OF BOSTON, ONE & ALL,

You are hereby respectfully CAUTIONED and
advised, to avoid tnlrmlng with the

Watcllmen Polwe Officers
oston,

For sinee the 'rutll ORDER OF TII'E MAYOR &
ALDERMEN, they are empowered to act as

KIDNAPPERS
slave Catche

And they have already beem actuall
KIDNAPPING, CATUHING, AN mn
SLAVES. Therefore, if you valoe Your LIBERTY,
and the Welfare af the ou, Shun
them in every MANDET, A5 &0 many l;ﬂﬂ'_ﬂ'ﬂg
on the lrn:k the most unfortunate of your race.

Keep a Sharp Look Qut for
KIDNAPPERS, and have
TOP EYE open.

APRIL 24, 1851
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Poster Warning Blacks in Boston: Kidnappers

Text Dependent Questions

®  According to the poster, who was responsible for giving the watchmen and police officers the
power to act as kidnappers?

®  What words does Parker use to describe both African Americans and policemen?

®  Analyze the language used in the poster. Why do you think he chooses the language that he
does? What purpose does this language serve?

e  Consider the current state of relations between the black community and the law
enforcement community. What parallels can you draw between this poster and our current
reality? (Consider such things as the Black Lives Matter movement, police racial profiling and
violence, police shootings, etc.)
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The Negro Motorist Green Book?

These images are from The
Negro Motorist Green Book
1940 edition. The Green Book,
published from 1936 — 1964,
served as a guide for African
Americans traveling around
the country during the Jim
Crow segregation era.

4

MEYbmix I MzvFeYxoFi Mm! “Fo 1} kézw “mF Lomzwa@¥l *Fx % kz¥ KFIFY¥om )vYbu *O ¥ ;FYx )Whu™ v 501 zx KF!FY¥bm Yxd
KFREFXDT , 1@nlnzxt MmF 2 Vz¥u HOamb =na¥y¥+l

calling allcolors



P” AN Lakeshore Ethnic
b« Diversity Alliance

G417 9= IV

THE ESTABLISHED 1936

WILLIAM H. GREEN
NEGRO MOTORIST EDITOR

GREEN BOOK etamion e
INTRODUCTION

The idea of “The Green Book” is to give the Motorist and Tour-
ist a Guide not only of the Hotels and Tourist Homes in all of the
large cities, but other classifications that will be found nseful wherever
he may be. Also facts and information that the Negro Motorist can
use and depend upon.

There are thousands of places that the public doesn’t know about
and aren’t listed. Perhaps vou might know of some? If so send in their
names and addresses and the kind of business, so that we might pass it
along to the rest of your fellow Motorists.

You will find it handy on your travels, whether at home or in
some other state, and & up to date. Each year we are compiling new
lists as some of these places move, or go out of business and new busi-
ness places are gtarted giving added employment to members of our race.

When ycu are traveling mertion “The Green Book” so as tre

let these people now just how you found out about their place .
business. If they haven’t heard about This Guaide, tell them to get 1
touch with us.

If this Guide iz useful, let us know, if not tell us also, as we
appreciate vour criticisma.

If any errors are found, kindly notify the publishers so that
they can be corrected in the .iext issue.

Published vearly in the month of April by Vietor H. Green.
Execntive & Advertising office at 938 St. Nicholas Ave,, New York,
N. Y. William H. Green, Editor; John C. Dillard, Circulation Manager.
Advertising Office at 938 St. Nicholas Ave., Telephone ED. 4-3425.
Copyrighted -— 1940 by Victor H. Green. Manuscripts submitted for
publication should ke sent %o 938 St. Nicholas Ave. New York, N. Y.,
and must be accompanied by return postage, No liability can be assumed
for the loss or damage to manuscripts although every possible precau-
tion will be taken.

Subseription: Twenty-five cents per copy.
Advertising: For rates, Write to the publisher.

Last forms close on March 15th. We reserve the right to reject
any advertising which in our opinion that does mot conform to our
standards.
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